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MEMORANDUM Fs Secretary of Stet.
Department of State	 mAR 2 3 1953

SUBJECT:	 Conferences of Top Italian Ambassadors and other
Leaders of Italian Foreign Office.
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The following information was obtained trona
email/ re.tistUt individusl with excellent and
highly sensitive contacts in the Italian MInistry
of Foreign Affairs. The American Xmbassy in
Rome has requested that this report he called
to the personal attention of the Secretary of
the United State, Department of State. The
following represent the results of conferences
of top leaders of the Italian Foreign Office
which took place in Rome tree 16 to 18 Sarah 19,3.
Among those who attended were Abide De Gasperis
Vittorio Zoppi, Secretary-Generel at the Italian
Foreign Ministryj Giulio Del lso, Director of
the Political Affairs Section of the Italian
Foreign, Ministry; and four Italian AMhaseadore
including Pietro 4uaroni. Ambassador to Parisi
MerMo Brost*, Ambassador to London; Alberto
Terehiani. Ambassador to Washington, and Babuscio
Russo, Ambassador to Bonn.

1. The agenda covered at the conferences insauded:

a. The Trieste problem and 140111nv relations;

b. The Albanian situation;

0. The Oretk-Turkish44goelav Poet; and

d. The Rumpema Defense Community.

2. t_.1, De Gosport was not
present a	 rrtrosass on	 because of the
Senate debates regarding the eleetorel limp The umbassadore present
proceeded to consacribe Trieste protGomemmd, as a eonivequence of the
morning Wks, they drew up a ressoriendian in which it was advised,
from ft purely toehtleal 10;4Np:tint, that the Italian Government accept
the policy* of a die:il tTivelve:::::aent with the Yugoslays of the
Trieste pr(t;lz,onitlAsif of a territorial line drawn on the Drag4Nosp
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which te a stream a few kilometer* south of Pima. The major factor
in this decisloo of the Ambassadors um larchiani'm Mort of his
meeting, immediately prior to his deperture from washinaton, with
Secretary of Stet*, Jtain rooter Dulles, in which the letter had
indicated the "opportuneness" for Italy to arrive at a definitive
isereemet with the lbgoelavs on the Wiest, prattles on the basis of
a turitorial line drawn on Firm°. Also indicated WO a eancemion
to the lOgollivs of free port *ad railway rights out of /*tests and
a **Immortal of certain Oleo villages in Zone A. The memorandum
drawn up by the Italian Ankessedore on the monies of 16 limb
speelfically indicated that their *4' ice vas hissed entirely on
teebnieal consideratiome and left the evaluation of LOOOMOSI
consegmemes entirely to the Italian Poreign Minister.

3. De Oesperl, oho attended the afternoon session and all
suhesquent esetines, emaillated a very violent risotto* to the
Ambeeladore mesorandes eheriiieg thee teactimilit "Val *lair* IV
political suicide and defeat at my partyr De spert oleo wow
out that technical end political considerations could not be
separated and, therefore, it would be impossible for thee to *soap*
the rasponsibility for the solution *unmated.

h. By the afternoon of 18 March De Oasperi had come to accept
the thesis of a definitive settlement but solllr on the condition
that the United States would be in a position to ;rope* a settlement
plan which would be definitively acceptable to the 1404lave and not
an the bails of a Una drawn not exactly at ?Irmo but on or near
Dragoem. The tree port and railway rights tar the 14seelavs and
retromesion of Slav villa., in Zone A was seme,tehle. 214 the
meat the /bpoelavs refuse this offer of definitive settlement along
the above lines, Italy desires to take over complete administration
of zone A.

5. Although De dasperi„ despite unfavorable public reaction,
had ems to this point of view, he opposed puttins anything on PePer,
end inetruellons given to larChisni on the *venial of 18 *rob for
eameinieatien to the Dated States Deputise% of State of the
substance of the decision were entirely vestal,

6. Malign Plvoe*Wstion is to avoid making the offer themselves
Shish would be rejected bribe Tusselavs and as a 	 "	 Ammag
have the effect of further restricting Italy in aesotia•Opinion
at the osaterence varied from 60 to 95 percent on the part of the
individuals present that the 14gos3ave 'would rejoin even the above
settlement proposal.

7. A;bissist The Albanian situation was discusses briefly
during the first day c,r the conference and entirely on the toots of
press information end Belgrade end Tirana dispatches. the Ambassadors
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approved a four env paper reviewieg the beceSroend of Itelien
policy resardine Albania and eugaestime aperopriete eatiou to be
takeu to communicate the Italian vievpoint to the capitals of the
three Weetern powers.

L The mar on Albania, vhieb uas sgproved by the Aebassadore,
reviewed the bistorioal wale of the Albanian problem beginning
vith the Asbaseadore' Conferenee Of lele and the develepmeat of
Italian policy of Support to the independence end inteerity of Albanie
from the Ooluebeeeki-Viseemea Unfits accord La 1498 throwSn tbe
Ambassadors' Costerence of lele, the Flamm Conference of 1933 1
vhieh exttbliehed the present Albenias frontiers . the Loam treaty
of 1915, and the Albassaeore o Conferenee in Peels of 1920.4. The
statement noted the l'reeredeseesee" Seitish tweemmer to Noreatalieh
points of Janus's** it %be Adriatic%

9, In general the piper 0004 thet the Xtslian leaky, in
coanectien vith the "new 4ymeele pbese of the United States
Repeats= Party's foreign. policy Web bed given tepetus to
liberatioa policies ane bad therefore resulted in au expaasion of
"Tao rule, should be to Oefeguard Italian interests vbile
bareenising fully with those general interests of the Western Powers.
Seeping in mind the Soviet sensitivity reeerding the Silken, ee
demonetreted by the Vito Week end the li4ui4etiou of Dinitrovj the
paper suggested the need for selling to the Allied Governments'
attention that ane inroad %pleat Albanien territorial integrity
vould:

a. Greatly comromise the entire Western policy of
attraettee toward the Satellite states; and

te Could determine further difficelties in Italian-
legeslav relatteee, tbus basing as street contrary to
that paler line advised by 	 three Western Povers.

10. The layer also noted that the meant Albanian treatises
were the result of a lemS negotiated comprosise WU:eft Vole and
Vienna on the eve of World War I. Any modification would make the
'beware,* heir to the IlepOurg tradition as tar as /tares*
concerned, ame would not contribute to the distention of reletioas
which is considered neceemary. In addition, it pointed out in
confirmation of this analysis, that Italo-Vegoelav distention in 1937
collaeeed upon tbe Italian diet:Ammo of the neetomaiwee4eilibrtes"
in 1939.

U. Oa the basis of the Ambessadors' acceptance of this policy
line, instructions were given ineedistal for elW0101/414 steps v'hich
have already been taken in Washington and other **vitals. (sic).
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12.	 U4A	 testi A lengthy enalyeis of thie
440t was	 ,t wi . 4 euggeetion which vaa also made by
the Nutted Statee Secretary of State, Johu Foster Dulles, to Terehian ,
before the latter's departure, that Italy consider pielug thie pact.
After considering the histerical background and the weakmess of
preceding Balkan agreemente, it as noted that the recent Greek-
Terkish-Vegoelav errengement speared to offer a more solid basis for
effective cooperation against 44 externel threat to these states than
previous attempted eceorde. It vas stipulated thet some of the
factors in favor of Italian entry into the accord ere;

a. Italy vould coueeerweieht a certain predemenanee in
Allied circles regarding the Balkaa area WhiCh would
*thereto* be entirely monopolised by the three Nalkan
"Woe)

b, Italy vould gain the eoesibiltty of establishing primacy
within this greePtegi and

C. Tbeoslev entry into NATO would be forestalled.

he *ewe disadvantages accruing from Itelr's eatrr into the Peet
would bet

a. Defieltive underwriting of territori41 settlements
affecting Italy under the Paris rety of 106;

b. The acceptance of wide at delicate ccemitmeats; and

c. The acceptance of a policy line which veuld probably
be unpopular in the country, at least at the outset.

The considerations elegusly showed that the advinteges overeeighed the
disadvantages. No definite policy decision vas arrived at the
Ambessedore conference regerdteg this getter although all concerned
were clearly favorable in principle to Itelee eatrr. The decision
taken ems to eireulate the piper on the Greeketurhish elheeelev Feet
to Matsu (lipids:MU ehlefe in Vattern Europe and Roar Neste=
evepreseatatiOns for their comment; in order to secure a wider basis
for eoneensee before making a formal decision.

13. Nere e-- t'e	 EPC ; It ve$ reaffirmed to
Preemie* as vapiew es eatele ' • 	"..ie rat fiestioa of SEC accords
vhieh, however, it was recognized teat it cannot take lance because
of the time factor until after the forthcoming political elections
and selection of a uev Cheer of Deeuties.
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